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c. 


Winchester,  Virginia 
June  20,  1932. 


A  bri ei  l  '  y  cf  th 

of  the  lit  :  ly  intc 

ley  of  Vii['  ^  leir  If 

and  the  wands . .  'heir  de. 

down  almost  to  o  ;  '  nt  day. 

There  seer...  to  he  no  v/ri tten 
tcry  to  enlighten  us,  hut  from  v*>  t  in¬ 
formation  could  he  gathered,  and  remem - 
he  red  hy  having  heen  handed  devrn  by 
generation  to  generation,  I  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  give  the  history  as  near  as  pos¬ 
sible  at  this  late  date,  going  bnf'  to 
the  very  earliest  period  that  v  te  man 
v/as  known  to  ir  ade  this  in  '  : -t  ter¬ 
ritory.  Print'  d  with  the  a;  si  ■  ce 
of  J.  V.  who  h'  s  the  ever  last  gre.ti- 
tude  of  the  or. 


..  AUTHOR. 


(HERSHBEhu. 

German  for  Mountain  Dweller.) 

|v-|  5638 


J  O  H  IT  HERSHBERGER 

The  Pioneer  from  Germany 


We  a  re  reliably  .1  -  ''ormed  that  one 
Vrancis  T^- '  iton  ca  Caroline 

:  >  tern  \  •  rossir  v 

ovo,.  the  gf  .  in  the  .  '  Mountain 

which  no"/  hears  his  i  a;  He  doubtless 

being  the  first  known  v;h  '  tc  person  to 
cross  this  gaps  itfv/as  named  in. his  honor. 
He  penetrated  the  wilderness  to  what  is 
the  Hawksbill  Valley  today,  where  in  the 
year  1734  he  secured  from  the  Crown  of 
England  a  grant  of  some  thirteen  r  ~dred 
acres  of  land,  lyj  \  j' 

Lorraine  Run,  or  Cj  <.  „a:  n 

at  that  day  (Dale  }  a-  .  11 

Creek);  f a  grant  't  near  .here 

Luray  is  nr  lor- ‘  north  end, 

running  south  r  r  tv.  0  e:  1  one- 

hall'  miles,  at  that  day 

as  the  garc’f  ,  .. . ,  -  is  immediate 

territory 

Thp  >  .  ;r,  did  not  settle 

perrnanon  .  tlis  acquired  grant,  but 

thiee  years  later,  in  the  year  1737,  he 
sold  hi s  entire  possessions  to  one  Jo¬ 
seph  Stoneman,  a  land  agent  of  Lancaster 
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County,  Pennsylvania,  who  located  two  of 
his  sons-in-law  on  his  purchase,  Peter 
Ruffner  on  the  north  end,  where  Xuray  is 
no\.  located ,  and  Samuel  Bom  (later  known 
as  Beahra)  on  the  southern  end.  This 

territory  was  then  in  Orange  County,' 
where  all  deeds  and  transfers  of  land 
were  recorded. 

Here  they  remained  for  a  number  of. 

^ years  in  this  primeval  forest,  growing 
corn,  potatoes,  cabbage,  turnips  and  to¬ 
bacco,  and  living  on  wild  game. 

In  the  year  1752  Samuel  Bom  secured 
an  addition  of  one  hundred-  and  seventy- 
five  acres,  adjoining  his  possessions,  by 
grant  from  Xord  Fairfax,  who  was  then 
living  near  Winchester,  Virginia. 


Some  years  later,  through  the  influ¬ 
ence  and  inducements  of  Stoneman,  three 
brothers,  then  of  Xhr  caster  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  for  :t  ,  of  Bavaria,.  Ger¬ 
many ,  by  name;  t  bcrshberger,  Jacob 
Hershberger,  and  ,  ,m  Hershberger, 
with  their  familic .  ,  were  persuaded  to 

come  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia  to  seek 
homes.. 

Stc  n  and  Samuel  Bom  sold  them 
homes  c  southern  end  of  their  pos-  ' 

.  cessir  including  some  five  or  six  hun- 
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dred  acres  of  land  and  the  old  residence 
built  by  Samuel  Bom  in  1740. 


Here  John  Hershberger  located  and 
lived  to  the  end  of  his  days  in  this  seme 
old  home.  But  of  his  career  or  descendants, 
other  than  two  sons,  Jacob  Hershberger  and 
Samuel  Hershberger,  of  the  second  generation, 
little  is  remembered.  If  there  v;ere 

other  members  of  his  family  they  are  unknown 
to  the  writer. 


John  Hershberger  died  the  latter  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  under  the  boughs  of  a  large  walnut  tree 
‘on  the  same  estate  where  he  began  middle 
life  many  years  before,  and  his  grave  is  as 
green  and  visible  today  as  it  was  in  ye^rs 
past.  By  the  aid  of  the  writer  and  seme 

other  sympathetic  descendants,  the  entire 
family  cemetery  is  new  enclosed  by  a  sub¬ 
stantial  iron  fence. 

v'His  age ,  or  the  exact  time  cf  his 
death,  is  unknown,  as  there  is  no  written 
record  concerning  the  time  of  his  death. 


The  old  Hershberger  homestead  origi¬ 
nally  embraced  some  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land,  but  it  has  been  divided  and 
subdivided  as  generation  after  generation 
sprang  up,  until  there  remain  but  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  two  acres  in  the  hcmeplace. 


JAC G.-;>  R_iRoH3ERGSR  and  ABRAHAII  HRRSH3RRGZIR 

\ 

!lrne  other  two  "brothers  of  John 
Hershberger,  who  came  to  America,  also  lo¬ 
cated  m  this  vicinity,  but  after  remaining 
there  some  five  or  six  years,  Abraham 
Hershberger  moved  to  the  West  (what  was  then 
known  as  the  "West"),  locating  in  Fairfidld 
Ccunty ,  On  o,  where  he  secured  a  Government 
section  oi  six  hundred  and  f  orty  acres  off 
land,  laid  off  just  one  mile  square,  at  a 

land  n?  +im  5°^thiS  Sc^uar-:  mile  of  fertile 
nd  of  ten  dollars.  The  Government’s  on- 

ly  stipulation  was  that  lie  must  settle  on 

it  and  remain  there  for  a  period  cf  five  ' 

years,  before  he  could  get  a  deed  or  clear 

title  to  it.  He  did  sc,  and  remained 

f^fe  +  t0  the  en?°f  his  days.  The  land  at 
that  time  was  all  in  timber. 

/ 

He  was  so  infatuated  with. the  numer¬ 
al  PUh  ’  s?arkli"S  «*t.r  that 

the  Hav.  Jest  ill  section  in  Virginia  is  famous 

for,  as  well  as  the  many  spring;  that  were 
">  hls  "brother  John's  land  i  Virginia, 
trtat  he  requested  a  grant  t!  i.  had  a  spring 
,  .  ■"  ,  ^  } ^  request  was  gr  and  the  - 

ndt  “rank  frcm  this  80  ial  spring 

ju.it  a  year  or  more  ago.  * 

There  are  now  a  numb,  o.  homes  lo- 
catea  on  thls  one  square  m:i  ■ .  cf  land  that 
ppC  li  and  a  sma11  village  called 

ap'rung  up  on  uVC."*0®'1  ^  A’M‘*haa)  has 


h 

•'  He  had  seven  children,  John  and  Joseph, 
who  weri  born  in  Germany;  David  and  Daniel, 
who  were  born  during  the  sojourn  in  Vir- 
•  ginia;  Abraham,  Barbara  and  Mary,  born  in 
Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  after  their  parents 
located  there.  Daniel  died  at  the  end  cf 
three  yearn  a  "tc  r  they  left  Virginia,  but 
the  rest  of  the  children  grew  to  manhcod  an 
womanhood  car'-  r  vried.  Some  of  them  move 
from  there  t  •  different  sections  of  the  West¬ 
ern  country,  Da- v j d  ctt'ir'  in  Kansas.  His 
wife,  Catharine,  die  hi?  cn  a  visit  to  a 
daughter  living  in  13 1mm  h  and  was  laid  to 
rest  there. 

‘He  remained  on  £is  old  homestead  to  the 
end  cf  his  days,  and  was  buiied  cn  his  home¬ 
land  -  as  was  his  brother  John  on  his  land 
in  Virginia.  But  serry  to  relate',  when  the 
writer  visited  there,  no  trace  of  his  last 
resting  place  ecu’’  ’  be  seen;  the  old  heme, 
having  passed  into  the  ha.  of  strangers, 
who  had  obliterate  all  si^-.c  x£  his  burial 
spot,  and  were  fV'.ing  over  his  grave. 

And  in  thm  section  cnce  populated  by 
Hershbergers  tl  ains  at  the  present 

time  but  one  ;  ber  new  living  on  any 

of  these  br  a-  es.  He  is  Hoah  Hersh- 
'  berger,  of  •'  1  ourth  generation,  now  in  th° 

seventy- fc  j  oar  of  his  age,  and  he  has 

c  sc  d  one  daughter.  The  son  lives 'in 
a  w c  ;ern  state  and  the  daughter,  Bessie, 
lives  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  she  has  an 
office  position. 


p.  p. 


tfoiih  Hershborger  is  a  great~gi  >cVson 
of  tho  Pioneer  Ac raham ,  0f  whom  1  vriite, 
aiid  from  him  I  get  much  of  this  informa¬ 
tion,  in  regard  to  this  "branch  of  -  the  family* 

•  e  '  ■  •:  •  •  ■  .  .  i  -  . 

.  j  *  *" 

.  .  •  ‘  _  i 

r.  h  A-  ^er  the  departure  of  his-  brother 
/v-aham  from. Virginia,  Jacob  Hershberger 
J  d  is o  X- 2- U; t n p i {?  fbnd  in  Pf  near 

At  cola,  Douglas  County,  in  the t  State,  and 
tf  his.  subsequent  career,  and  the  Tenderings 

o;  )  to  family,  little  is  known  at  this  date, 

*  6 

At  that  early  date  facilities  for  ■ 
keeping  in  touch  with  one’s  kindred  were 
hard  to  obtain,  as  it  was  before  the  day  -  of 
15 Uncle  Sam’s  llail«,  but  his  descendants 
are  supposed  to  be  scattered  over  the  en¬ 
tire  ¥est. 

Jacob  was  known  by  his  kindred  and 
home  people  as  the  Old  Primitive  Ba.pt if  t 
Preacher,  and  often  held  services  in  the 
third  r-story  of  his  brother  John’s  ho;  c  ,  as  : 
at  that  early  date  there  were  no  chiuc!  s 
w i th  1  n  &  rad i us  of  'many  miles  .  Bee  i 6 e :  , 

much  of  the  country  was  yet  a  vast  fco  t. 

It  has  been  related  to  the  mil  by 
one  of  the  descendants,  many  years  a, 
that  at  one  of  his  night  meetings  nt  j  <, 
this  historic  home,  when  as  yet  the  country 
was  sparsely  settled,  and  the  old  ; ' 
came  to  his  meetings  on  foot  for  .  lot 
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■^Br  ought  U  f  orest ,  that  b  i  *■■»»  1  r.  t 

return  home  became  lost  and  Yianclei cd  aimless¬ 
ly  for  some  time,  not  knowing  in  whr- 1  direc¬ 
tion  their  homes  were. 

'In  their  bewilderment  they  fir.  el  y  dis- 
covo:  ed  a  light  in  the  distance  ev  made 
their  way  to  this  beacon,  not  knowi/.'  where 
they  were  until  toning  up  to  a  iear  window 
and  peering  in  they  beheld  the  :  ame  1 ' 2 che r 
they  had  paired  with  an  hour  befo  .  -  j  1 1 : 

by  the  old-time  fj replace.  So  ti  ey  , 
got  their  bearings  anr’  started  for  t;  e. 
homes,  which  they  reached  in  safely  ;  n 
later . 

# 

\  This  same  old  home  stood  for  many  years, 
but  has  now  been  permitted  to  fall  into  de¬ 
cay/ 


CHRISTIAN  HR  h 


There  was  yet  another 
posed  by  some  to  have  bee  h  . 

J  oh  1  j  Ja  c  ob  a  n  cl  Ab  re  h  c  t  ,  .  , 

the  Massanutten  sect • on,  c.  '  -  nc 

known  as  the  Gander  p3ace;  '  .  ter  period. 

His  name  was  Chr  istian  He  so  0.  .. 

His  deed,  bearing  Ga^c  of  1777,  is  re¬ 
corded  in  Winchest<  It  Lck  County,  Vir¬ 

ginia,  as  also  is  M;  will. 


•i 


V- 


_  ■  „.'hC^?1f,d,  in  1805>  leaving  five  sons  ana 
f>\  •  daughters.  Strange  to  relate,  all  fi\p 
daughters  mrried  and  resided  in  the  mil 
Creek  and  Kassanutten. sections,  near  their 

eaily  home.  Their  married  names  were  Gan- 

?omers !  Strickle r  and  Kauffman 
(Swios -Coffman).  They  all  resided  in  those 

sections  to  the  end  of  their  days,  hut  not  a 
single . sen  of  the  five  remained  in  the  County 
V,  from  there  to  other  sections  i'of 

tins  f  i.rUry.  Their,  descendants  are  now 

;  over  the  western  country  as  far  as 

tainoij  .... 

.  .  ■  r  ■ 

The  v/riter  had  some  correspondence  with 
“Sny  °fJthem  while  living  in  Ohio  a  few  years 
afeo,  tut  could  only  trace  the  career  of  one 
son,  Cnnstian,  Jr.,  who  first  located  in 
Champaign  County,  Ohic,  thence  going  tc  In¬ 
diana,  and  in  old  age  to  near  Decatur,  m 
where  he  died,  and  many  of  his  descendants  * 
are  new  living  in  that  section. 

...  i 

But  as_I  cannot  positively  place  him  in 
lineage  with  the  other  three  brothers  I  must 
let  his  identity  remain  unsolved  fer  the 
present  r  >  or  until  further  informa¬ 
tion  is  .  co.  i .  confirm  it.  „ 
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Jacob  Hershberger,  II 


Jacob  Hershberger,  cf  the  second  genera¬ 
tion,  a  srr  cf  John  Hershberger,  and  a  broth¬ 
er  cf  Samuel  Hershberger,  was  also  r  Baptist 
preacher  for  m  r*y  years,  at  New  lia  ket,  Kill 
Creek,  Smith  Crer-v,  and  at  Kawksbill  Church, 
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until  18?0,  when  (as 
of  the  Baptist  Churc. 
probably  located  in  C 


. '-erded  in  the 
he  went  wes  tvs 


r inutes 
re  and 


He  undoubtedly  reared  a  family  cf  children 
but  I  only  have  knowledge  cf  one  sen,  Isaac 
Hershberger,  who  married  a  daughter  cf  Henry 
Xagy,  a  neighbor  tc  him  cv,  Smiik  '"'reek.  Af¬ 
ter  his  marriage  Isaac  H  robbery  located  \ 


t: 


(  ;nt u?\y  clcs< 
r  Ho  i  hberg'er  Head 
tine  Confederate 


in  Rockbridge  County,  where  he  p  r-oed  away  at 
the  close  cf  tl  oighte 
ninety  years  o  age. 
a  son  killed  vhile  sc  . 

Army . 

'Isaac  Her sht 
middle  life  h  1 
eluding  some 
money  that  v,  j 


uch  ill  luck.  In 
residence  by  fire,ir- 
-  thousand  dollars  in 
e  house  at  the  time  (it 
cf  banks  in  the  State  cf 
nine  of  his  children . died 
cf  a  few  years,  seven  by 
diptheria  at  one  time,  before  the  disease 
was  checked. 


was  before  ill  day 
Virginia).  Also, 
in  the  V ri <  ^  space 


SAin^X  HERSHBERGER 

,  .  .) 

v  •  V 

> 

f 

i  . . 

Samuel  Hershberger ,  of  the  second  gen-. 

e ration  in  line  and  son  of  John  Hersljberger , 

to  pjoneer.fr cm  Germany,  was  tern  May  23rd, 

1VG4,  as  recorded  in  his  German  Bible. 

His  wife,  Anna  Grove,  was  born  February 
4,  1763.  | 


IHIS  GERMAN  BIB  IE  IS  STUB  Ilf  POSSES¬ 
SION  OF  THE  HERSHBERGER  FAIRLY,  occupying 
the  old  home  at  the  present  day.  | 


Hg  jl7  S  hi}  G  T*/rp  v  vj*~>  o  Is  , 

Baptist  Deacon,  and  was  a  member^of "the6 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  ul  , 

and  always  took  an  active  pa  ?  in'his 

and  its  affairs  I  ■  .  311  hls  Church 

sought  after  in ’settling ^dif fe^enceThe t^ 
hls  neighbors  and  ethers.  lerences  between 
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He  grew  up  cn  the  old  homestead,  and  cn 
reaching  his  majority  he  married  Anna  Grcve, 
daughter  cf  Christian  Grcve,  Sr.,  and  a 
granddaughter  cf  John  Roads,  the  Mennonite 
Preacher  v/hc  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  led 
by  Simon  Girty  (a  notorious  white  sccundrel 
who  led  the  Indian^  in  attacks  cn  the  white 
settlers)  on  a  raid  to  the  Hassanutten  sec¬ 
tion  in  the  summer  of  1764. 

On  the  death  cf  his  father  Samuel  }  *sh- 
berger  succeeded  him  tc  the  original  estate 
and  here  he  lived  his  entire  ln'e.  At  hi. 4  ‘ 
death  he  was  laid  tc  rest  by  the  side  cf 
his  venerable  father  on  the  cld  homestead. 

He  died  October  4,  183,0,  aged  but  sixty- six 
years.  His  wife,  Anna,  passed  away  cn  the 
24th  day  cf  Illy,  1827,  aged  but  sixty-fcur. 

They  left  surviving  four  sens  and  four 
daughte  rs : 


Joseph,  oldest  son  cf  Samuel,  was  born 
February  6,  1788,  grew  tc  manhood  cn  the 
farm,  married,  lived  f cr  a  time  in  his  home 
county,  but  subsequently  located  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  now  ^Jest  Virgin! a.  While  traveling 
in  quest  of  a  new  he  ie  he  was  taken  sudden¬ 
ly  ill  at  Xexington,  Ey.,  where  he  died  and 
was  buried  (in  middle  life).  He  left  a 
small  family,  probably  only  cne  sen,  Xcuis 
Hershberger,  who  then  with  his  family  moved 
tc  Missouri,  then  tc  Galveston,  Texas,  where 


' 


c. 


■  ”j.<s 

they  lived  for  many  years.  On  the  journey' 
across  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Louis  Hershberger, 
his  wife,  and  a  six  months  old  daughter,  were, 
shipwrecked  "by  a  stem.  The  boat  was  tern 
to  pieces,  but  fortunately  they  succeeded  in. 
getting  on  seme  wreckage  of  the  vessel.  His 
wife  carried  the  six  months  eld  baby  by  its 
clothing  in  her  teeth  for  five  cr  six  hours  . 
as  it  required  the  use  of  berth  of  her  hands  ■ 
to  cling  to  the  raft  herself  until  they  were/ 
finally  picked  up  by  another  vessel  and  all 
landed  in  safety.  They  lost  all  their  pro1- 
perty.  This  incident  was  reported  by  the 
family  in  their  letters  back  heme  some  years 
afterward. 

Yet  later  in  life,  after  settling  down  in 
Galveston,  they  met  with  another  disaster, 
some  thirty  or  more  years  new  past,  when  a 
tidal  wave  from  the  Gulf  rushed  inland  and 
swamped  many  hemes  in  the  city,  including 
theirs,  and  the  family  was  taken  cut  cf  a 
second  story  window  by  boats.  She  being  a 
larg-e  woman,  they  had  some  difficulty  in 
getting  her  cut,  but  all  were  landed  safely 
for  the  second  time  in  life.  They  reared 
one  son  and  two  daughters. 

Corrine,,  the  daughter  who  as  a  baby  was 
carried  by  her  clothing  in  her  mother’s 
mouth  on  being  shipwrecked  for  many  hours, 
grew  to  womanhood  in  Galveston,  married  a 
railroad  man  and  lived  some  eight  cr  ten 

years  thereafter.  She  probably  left  an 


l 


heir  or  two  but  of  that  I  have  no  record.  The 
parents  have  long  since  passed  away \  and  the 
son  and  one  daughter  now  represent  the  heme 
and  are  living  at  this  date  so  far  as  the 
writer  knows. 

Barbara  Hershberger,  of  the  third  genera¬ 
tion,  and  'oldest  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna 
Grove  Hershberger,  was  born  December  23, 

1789,  and  married  David  Varner  in  1808.  She 
lived  adjoining  the  old  homeplace  where  she 
v/as  born  until  her  death  December  5,  1857, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  leaving  six  sons  and 
five  daughters.  (See  chapter,  "Children  cf 
J)avid  and  Barbar;  Hershberger  V&rner".) 

Maria  Hershberger/  second  daughter  of 
Samuel,  v/as  born  July  22,  1795,  and  married 
Michael  Miller,  of  Hardy  County,  now  West 
Virginia,  and  settled  there.  Ihte  in  life 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she 
married  David  Varner,  her  brother-in-law, 
and  returning  to  Fog::  County,  resided  there 
until  his  death  Apr-'  "  3  4 tn ,  1872,  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years,  when  she  returned  to  her 
former  home  in  Vest  Virginia.  -  She  died 
there  a  few  year  later  leaving  a  number  of 
des  cendants .  * 

Susanna  Hershberger,  third  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Anna  Grove  Hershberger,  was  born 
November  6,  1796,  married  a  wandering  school¬ 
master  named  Trumbo,  from  what  is  now  Vest 
Virginia,  and  located  there  until  her  death 
in  old  age,  leaving  many  family  connections 
(Pendleton  County,  Vest  Virginia)* 
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-gather a ne  Hershberger  died  single  in  early 
-Ait,  aged  seventeen  years.  .There  seems  to 
have  seen  no  record  of.  her  birth  or  death 
recorded,  that  the  writer  could  find;  but  we 
v<eie  informed  by  a  sister  of  hers  in  our  boy 
hood  that  her  death  resulted  from  junto ing 
fiom  the  top  of  an  oldtime  rail  fence,  there 
by  bursting  a  blood'  vessel,  and  3.eading  to 
hci  death  a  few  months  3_ater.  Y/c-  are  toid 
she  jumped  in  celebration  of  the  coming 
wedding  of  her  sister  while  they  were  gather 
j  ixig  vegetables  for  the  occasion.  Her  grave 
|  ,is  yQt  visible  where  she  is  buried  on  the 
|  norne  place ,  now  over  one  hundred  years  past. 
;M  the  time  of  the  death  of. this  young  woman 
;  motner  was  engaged  in  the  domestic  af- 
•  fairs  around  the  home  and  requested  her  "not 
,  away  and  not  let  us  know  it!"  ^"After 

j  she  left  her  she  heard  a  light  rap  on  a" 

!  that  was  near,  and  on  rushing  to  her 

j  oedside  found  her  passing  away.  This  was 
related  to  me  by  my  mother  a  number  of  years 
ago,  and  was  handed  down  to  family  connec¬ 
tions  by  the  young  woman’s  mother,  who  was 
alone  with  her  at  the  time. 

On  one  occasion  the  writer  of.  this  narra¬ 
tive  inquired  of  an  Aunt  of  his  why  it  was 
that  she  and  her  sister  married  men  so  dis¬ 
tant  from  their  homes  ana  located  manv  miio^ 
from  their  original  homes  -  that  being  “mu 
sual  at  that  early  time.  Her  reply  was , 
Because  they  were  strangers  we  thought  they 
were  better  than  home  people."  That  is  too 
often  the  case  today. 


David  Hershberger,  second  son  of  Samuel 
and  Anna  Grove  Hershberger,  grew  to  manhood 
on  his  father’s  homestead,  married  Susanna 
Bruraback,  and  was  the  father  of  Pendleton 
Hershberger,  as  many  now  living  yet  remember 
him.  He  acquired  a  division  of  the  home 
estate. from  his  father,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  spent  his  short 
span  of  life  there . 

He  died  July  22,  1837,  i  yea  forty-five 
years,  survived  by  two  sons  an 1  two  daught¬ 
ers.  Pendleton,  the  oldest,  succeeded  his 
father  to  the  estate,  r  rried  Betsy  Beaver, 
and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1893, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  leaving  a  family 
of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  some  of  whom  have  now  passed  a- 
way.  Silas,  the  second  son  of  David,  died 
single  in  early  life,  aged  about  thirty 
yee.rs, 

llary  A.  Hershberger,  daughter  of  David, 
married  Joseph  Huffman  and  located  on  Lit¬ 
tle  Hawksbill.  She  died  there  a  few  years 
past  in  the  ninety- second  year  of  her  age , 
having  reared  a  family  of  eight  or  ten  child 
ren,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  T/m.  D. 
Huffman,  the  youngest  sen. 

Eli ze.be th,  another  daughter  of  David, 
married  Daniel  Beaver,  and  lived  on  Little 
Hawksbill,  where  she  died  some  years  ago  in 
middle  life,  leaving  a  family  of  children s 
some  of  whom  have  since  died. 


’ 


' 

" 


■ 


Sr-.'.ue  1  Kershterger,  Jr  thf  rd  son  of 
Samuel  and  Anna  Grove  Hersh’cerger,  ras  'born 
September  14,  1792,-  and  after  reaching  his 
majority  in  the  old  hone  he  married,  first 
settling  on'  a  part  of  the  home  place,  but  be¬ 
came  dissatisfied  and  moved  to  near  Hamburg, 
where-' he  remained  for  a  year  or  two,  going 
from  there  to  Inching  County,  Ghio,  where 
the  Roads  and  Coffman  (Kauffman)  families 
also  settled.'  Here  he  secured  a  good  farm 
in  c  good  location,'  and  it  is  .related  that 
after  he  located  there  a  town  was  proposed 
on  hi s-  purchase.  He  agreed  to  sell  the 
land  for  the  site,  conditionally,  that  they 
would  give  him  the  privilege  of  naming  the 
town.  •  They  consented  to  do  so,  and  he  nam¬ 
ed  it  Luray,  after  his  home  t own  in  Virginia 
and  to  this  day  it  retains  its  name  and  is 
a- town  of  probably  one  thousand  inhabitants, 
with  postoffice,  just  twenty  miles  east  cf 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  national  Highway 
passes  through  it,  as  did  formerly  an  elec¬ 
tric  railway  before  the  abandonment  of  such 
lines  in  recent  years. 

He  aga.in  became  disse.t isf  ied ,  and  sold 
all  of  his  possessions  and  went  tc  Missouri; 
where  all  trace  of  him  and  his  descendants 
were  lost,  as  it  v/as  at  a  very  early  date 
when  there  v/as  but  little  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  the  east  and  v/est  sections  cf  the 
Country. 


j 


And  now  we  come  to  Hnanuel  Hershberger, 
the  fourth  and  youngest  sen  of  Samuel  and  An- 
na  Grove  Hershberger,  who  was  born  February 
94  1799,  grew  to  manhood  in  the  olo  heme, 

and  inherited  it  by  vm  fro,  hie  father  the 
homestead  sing  divided  between  hip  and  his 
brother  David. 

His  fjrft  wife  v/as  jenny  Ir./eir.  •  To  thi 
union  five  children  were  born,  three  boys  an 
two  girls .  • 

Anna,  oldest  daughter  of  Emanuel  Her sh- 
bergeWVSd  Jenny  Dv/eir,  yas  horn  October  8, 
1826,  married  John  k-  Srsnk,  and  1*  - 

.the  old  home  until  her  death  ueoeruer  1.,  18- 
68,  aged  forty- two  years,  leading  a  aaU&nt,r 

and  a  son. 

ker  daughter,  Susan,  *  married  D?\ j d 
Hershberger,  son  of  Pendleton  Hers.ibergci  , 
and  resided’ on  the  Kawksbill  for  many  years  , 
later  moving  into  iura;y  ,  &nQ  3S  ‘  P 
residing  there. 

Her  son,  Jacob,  after  giving  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  oho.  the  law  as -  h-s 

profession  for  some  y  8 

became  a  Xu  the ran  pxeac  r.  He  died  a  ■ 

Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  a fe^r/six 
in  middle  life,  survived  oy  his  r.ife 
children.  He  is  An&d  m  a  cemetoiy  - 


cl.  n 


c. 


'5ravnesbcr  o ,  Virginia. ,  "by  the  Sjdc  of  his  "ven¬ 
erable  father,  who  outlived  his  son  several 
years,  having  reached  the  age  cf  ninety  or 
more «  -  .  .  1  .  - 

Samuel,  oldest  son 'of  Emanuel  Hershberg¬ 
er  and  Jenny  Ewe ir ,  left  the  old  home  and 
went  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years , 
locating  in  Cincinnati.  For  a  period  of  two 
yea,rs  thereafter  he  wrote  "back  home  to  his 
family  and  -friends;  but  at  the  end  of  that 
period  communications  suddenly  ceased,  and 
to  this  day  no  tidings  of  his  fate  have  been 
••  "learned.  It  was  believed  that  he  met  with 

an  untimely  end  by  accident. 

He  was  born  August  27,  1828. 

William  E. > ' the  second 'son,  born  Februa- 
28,. 1830,  died  April  17,  1839. 

'  Mary  Catharine'  Hershberger,  born  June  3, 
1825,  died  November  12,  1826. 

Ambrose  Hershberger,  born  February  26, 
1832,  died  September  6,  1832. 

|(,:G:  The  graves  of  these  departed  child¬ 

ren  are  just  as  visible  today  as  they  were 
six  months  after  they  were  laid  to  rest  in. 
the  home  cemetery  on  the  home  . estate,  now..-, 
over  one  hundred  years  past.  Had  they  been 
buried  in  a  town  or  church  cemetery,  as  is 
the  custom  today,  their  graves  probably  could 
not  be  located.  So.  much  for  home  cemeteries 
where  one  can  3.ook  after  w  sir  departed  rela¬ 


tives1  graves  without  so  many  pre laminar ie s 
to  go ’through  with.  .Therefore,  I  say  give 
me  the'  country  cemetery  where  one  has  more 
privileges and  when  my  days  are  numbered  I 
only  wish  that  I  could  rest  in  the  shade  of 
a -home  cemetery  Where  the  birds  sing- and  the 
•cows  low  as  they  go  browsing  by.  But  fate 
has  decreed  it  otherwise,  and  I. shall  be 
laid  to  res  t  in  the  ..cemetery  at  \7inchcs  t.er ; 
by  the  side  of  loved  ones  who  have  gone  be¬ 
fore.)  \ 


Here  a  dark  shadow  'fell  over  the  life 
of  Emanuel  Hershberger,  he  being  bereft  cf 
his  wife  by  death  on  thfe  22nd  day  cf  A ay, 
1832,  at  the  tender  age  of  but  thirty- two 
years ,  she  having  been  born  in  the  year  1800. 


Emanuel  Hershberger’s  se 
Catharine  Print z,  daughter  of 
Jr.,  granddaughter  of  Captain 
wh o  c am e  to  th i s  country-  w i 1 r 
Frankfort  on  the  Rhine,  Gcr 


cond  \ .  ife  was 
Geor  .  prints, 
Georg*  Print z, 
his  father  from 
:  i  v <  in  1726, 


having,  been  born  there  in  37' 


They  were  married  June  3,  1845,  after  he 
had  been  a  widower  for  £  period  of  fourteen 
years.  To  this  union  nine  children  were 
born,  five  boys  and  four  girls. 
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-F.  Mari  or.  ,  the  oldest  son  of  Emanuel  and 
Catharine  Hershberger,  is  now  living  on  a  part 
of  the  old  homestead  which  he  inherited  by  will 
from  his  father.  He  has  two  children,  a  boy 
and  £  girl,  both  living  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
at  the  present  time- 

*  f  ► 

'  -  I 

George  ?/.,  the  second"  son  of  Emanuel  and 
Catharine  Hershberger,  married.  Mary  E.  Smith, 
da/ughter  o£  William  D.  and  Mahala  Young  Smith,  ’, 
of  lacking  County,  Ohio,  granddaughter  of 
John  and  Barbara  Coffman. Smith  (the  former  of 
Madison  County,  Virginia),  and  also  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  the  old  Coffman  and  Hoads  families  of 
Virginia  and  Xi eking  County,  Ohio.  They  lo¬ 
cated  at  "Winches ter ,  Virginia,  where  his  life 
companion  pass.ed  away  in  middle  life  April' 

7th,  1894,  aged _f orty-s ix  years,  having  rear¬ 
ed  a  family  of  six  children,  most  of  whom  are 
now  living  in  the  west.  A  good,  true  com¬ 
panion  she  was,  and  deserved  a  longer  lease 
on  life! 

John  B . ,  third  son  of  Emanuel  and  Catha¬ 
rine  Hershberger,  also  married  gin  Ohio,  the 
sister  of  Mary  E.  Smith,. and  settled  in  Mew- 
ark,  Ohio,  where'  he  ever,  after  resided  until, 
his  death  October  20,  1923.,  aged  seventy- two 
years,  leaving  one  son  and  two  daughters, 
his  wife  having. passed  away  some  ten  years 
previous.  .  :: 

Emily  J. ,  married  A;  J.  Huffman,  and 
lived  many  years  on  Xittle  Hawksbjll,  near 
her  old  home,  but  for  the  past  eighteen 


veors  she  has  been  living  in  Fairfax  County, 

*  near  Washington,  X>.  C.  Her  Husband  passed 
‘away  some  eight  years  ago,  leaving  two  sons 
and  four  daughters.  One  son,  Edgar,  lives 
at  the'  old  home  near  Xuray.  Virginia. 

-  V  Sara  C.,  Carried  D.  C.  Eunkhouser,  of 
‘  Frederick , County ,  Va. ,  where  she  resided 
the  remainder  of  her  dr ys.  ■  She  died  April 
19,  1931,'  aged  seventy-eight  years,  survived 
by  five  daughters  arid  three  sens,  most  of 
whom  are  married  and  have  families  also. 

.•  Mary  S.',  married  Dr.  P.  \7.  Grove,  'and 

'lived  in'  Xu ray  until  her  death  in  April, - 
1919,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  leaving  one 
son',  Elmer ,  new  cf  Xu  fay  also.  A  gccd,kind 
woman  she  was! 

Barbara  E.  Hershberger  died  in  infancy, 
January  11,  1859,  aged  ty/c  years. 

An  unnamed  son  of  Emanuel  and  Catharine 
Frintz  Hershberger  'passed  away  on  the  17th 
day  cf  April,  1857,  in  the  second  year  of 
his  age . 

Joseph  E ♦ ,  the  youngest  sen,  was  born 
December  23,  1863s  and  inherited  the  old 
home  by  will  from  his  father  and  is  yet  in 
possession  of  it.  He  has  four  sens  and 
two  daughters,  all  of  whom  have  reached  their 
majority.  His  wife's  who  died  seme  six 
years  ago,  was  formerly  Mattie  Lionberger , of 
Xittle  Hav/ksb  ill,  near  Long  Pcs  toff  ice,  Va- 


Emanuel  Her'shoerger,  of  the  third  gener¬ 
ation,  spent  his'  entire  .life  from  the; cradle 
to  the  grave  cn  the  homestead,  -and  passed 
p.wa y  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  October , 
1884,  at  the  age  of.  eighty-five  years  and 
eight  months.  He  was  a  member-  of  the  Primi¬ 
tive'  Baptist  Church,  and  was'  strictly  an  in¬ 
dustrious  'agriculturist.  *  He  accumulated 
much  real' estate;  hut  lost  h  avily  by  the 
ravages  of  the  Civil  War,  and  by  insolvent 
debtors  whom  ho  befriended  in  time  of  need. 

At  the -time  of  his  death  no, less  than  ; 
twenty-- two  thousand  .  dollars  was  owing  to  him 
for  borrowed -money ,  v.hich  could  not  be  col¬ 
lected.  Yet  with  all  thebe  reverses,  he 
left  his  children  a  substantial  competency 
to  stem t  life  on . 


His  second  wife,  Catherine  Printz, 
mother  of  the  writer,  and  a  sisterof 
Leonard  S.  Printz,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
the  Stony -Man  section  of  Page  County,  whom 
he  married  in  the  year  1845  after  remaining 
a  widower  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years, 
traveled  through  life’s  journey  as  a  com¬ 
panion  with  him  for  over  forty  years,  and 
then  outlived  him  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
six  years.  Truly  she  was.  a. good,  motherly 
woman,  none  better!  • 


She  died  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  1910, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  cf  almost  ninety- two 
years,  having  been  born  September  19,  1818, 
and  now  rests  in  the  Hershberger  Cemetery 
•on  the  homeplace. 


The  grandfather  of  Leonard  Printz  and 
Catharine  Printz  Hershberger,-  was  in  oashin^- 
t on 1  s  Army  and  present  at  tiie  surrender  Oa 
Cornwallis. 

'Uncle  Ion,  as  he  was  familiarized  by 
his  nephew's  and  nieces.  Was  truly  a  Christian 
man'  if  there  ever  was  one.  He  stuck  strict¬ 
ly  to  his  own  business/and  remained  a  very 
'active  and  energetic  man.  even  to^  his  closing 
days.  He  passed  away  cn  the  6th  day  cf 
April,  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty- one  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Antioch  Cemetery  cn 
the  Hawk sb ill  tc  await  the  -''resurrection 
morn’1'. 

# 

He  being  of  a  very'  jovial  nature  and 
fond  cf  his  jckes ,  the  writer  frequently  in¬ 
dulged  in  many  jckes  with  him,  and  spent 
many  pleasant  hours  in  nis  company.  He  ^was 
a -member  of  Antioch  Christian  Churcn,  and  a 
regular  attendant  and^leader  in  it. 

Leonard  and  Haney  Printz  rearea  a  fami¬ 
ly  of  nine  children,  six  beys  ana  three  girls 
of  whom  but  two  sons  and  tve  dau^n^erc  ye  o 
survive;  Charles,  cf  the'  homeplace ,  Francis 
and  Kellie,  of  Luray,  and  pamly,  no*.  Ox  lh-1- 
timore,  Maryland.  Hiram,  the  eldest  sen, 

an  old  Confederate,  and  a  drummer  in  Jack¬ 
son’s  Army,  died  in  Texas  a  few  years  past, 
aged  eighty  or  more  years.  Barcara,  the 
youngest  daughter,  died  in  girlhood  cf  dipth- 
eria,  and  now  rests  in  Antioch  Cemetery,  with 
another  '.son ,  Lovey.  .  .  Harvey  and  Manuel  are 


buried  in  a  Xuray  Cemetery.  May  they  .res ^dn 

peace .  • 

-  ■ '  - 

*  *  :  i 

"Aunt -Kane y,  ar  she  was  known  to  the 
writer,  was.  a  motherly,  kindhearted  woman, 
ever  solicitous,  of  the  welfare  of  her  family. 
She  survived  her  husband  many  years,’  and  al¬ 
most,  reached  the  good  old  age  of. ninety-’ 
seven  years. .  .She  was  laid  to  rest  beside 
her  hu's band  in  .Antioch  Cemetery*  .  Truly  a 
good  woman  h'as  gone. 


For  the  benefit  of  later  generations, 

1  will  state  that  Emanuel  Hershberger,  of 
the  third  generation,  was  strictly  a  home 
man,  and  will  mention  some  incidents  that 
occurred  during  his  long  life  on  the  old 
homestead  that  was  left  to  him  by  his  father. 

He  v/as  an  agriculturist  and  was  seldom 
away  from  his  farm  duties,  other  than  on 
special  business  or  church,  and  v;as  always 
by  his  fireside  at  night.  The  writer  never 
knew  him  to  spend  more  than  a  couple  of 
nights  away  from  his  home  during  the  thirty 
years  that  he  lived  under  the  some  roof  vri th 
him  and  was  much  in  his  company.  He  v/as 
never  known  to  go  hunting  or  fishing’  on  a 
single  occasion,  and  he  stuck  strictly  to 
his  farm  duties.  Ho  tobacco  v/as  used  by 
him  in  any  form,  or  by  any  of  his  family ; 
as  thov  followed  his  suit  and  none  of  them 
indulged  in  that  habit  when  the  head  of  the 


family  abstained  from  it.  No  intoxicating 
■beverages  were.  used,  to  excess. 

Then  came  "the  Civil  War.  He  bein^ 
too  aged  to  fight  was  not  in  the  Army,  but 
it  took  from  him.  many  thousands  of  dollars. 
Yet  he  never  for  once  ceased  his  laccrs,  but 
frequently  harassed  by  both  armies  he  s  me  k 
to  his  post  and  never  ceased  toiling.  .  " 

writer  remembers  on  a  )'  te  Autumn  evening ^ 
that  several  Confederates  came  cantering  in¬ 
to  the  farm  for  the  purpose  of  spending  the 
night.  They  accosted’ him  as  to  whether  -he< 
lived  there,  and  he  half  jokingly  answered, - 
nI'  stay  here  t  ”  And  such  v/as  tne  xacu  as  a. 
•person  during  those  .troublesome  times  hardly 
knew  whether  he  via s  living  or  only  staying, 
nr  whether  he  had  a  home  or  not.  7 


•v  They  spent  the "night  with  him  as  he 
never  turned  any  Confederates  away,  and  fre¬ 
quently  he  was  called  on  to  feed  both  armies 
the  Northern  and  the  Southern.  It  is  told 
that  on  one  day  his  wife  (Catharine  Prints 
Hershbe rger )  baked  two  hundred  loc~\es  of 
bread  for  the  soldiers.  , 

Another  incident  was  told  of  him  that 
had  its  inception  in  Xuray  and  transpired^ 
during  the  Civil  War  days  when  all  necesr,:- 
ties  of  life  were  at  a  premium.  There  liv¬ 
ed  in  the  town  an  old  Baptist  minister, -who 
besides  admonishing  his  followers  in  the 
righteous  way,  conducted  a  tannery  a  side 
line ,  where  he  manufactured  leather  cf  dii 
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fcit  grades,  including  the  sole  leather 
•:  which  was  much  used  tor  repairing  shoes, and 
much  sought  after  and  scarce  during  those 
war  times .  -  Y7e.ll,  the  story  goes,  that 

this  same  preacher  accosted  him  in  the  'pre- 
•  £•  ce  of  several  other  citizens. "  nBrcther 
}':  rshberger , "  he  said,  "The  Bible  'says*  ‘  •  • 

that  he  that  hath  two  coats  must  ’give  ' -the -  -  •  - 
brother  one  that  hasn’t  any."  .  -  Brother  - 
■Hershberger  simply  ansv/ered  the '  preacher -by 
saying,’  "/That  means  .sole  leather  and'  such  '  ■ 
things."  ..-  . ■  .  --  •  . 

—  -  *  *  i 

-•The  old  preacher  was.  not  known  to  have 
given  away  to  anyone  any  of  hi s  sole  ‘  leather i 
They, say  that  the  old  minister  was  so  set 
bach : that  he  could  not  speak  for  some  minutes 
He  lived  for  some  years  after  the  close  of 
the  war;  and  his  followers  stuck  to  him  to  the 
end,  and  yet  revere, his  memory. 


-  Building  of  Hew  Home 

•The  old  pioneer  residence  was  occupied 
by  three  generations  of  the  Hershberger  name* 

■  Emanuel  Hershberger  (third  generation), 
after  . occurring  the  old  home  for  some  years, 
and  as  time  advanced. and  children  began  to 
multiply,  decided  that  he  must  build  himself 
a  more,  modern  home.  ;  :  '  -• 

So  in  the  year  1835,  he  erected  a  large 


trick  mansion  (one  of  the  first  in  the  county 
to  be  erected  cf  that  material)  with  a  dozen 
large  rooms;  double  porches  cn  each  side  of 
the  ell,  with  a  la'rge  basement,  and  spacious 
halls  running  through  the  main  building.  He 
built  on  a  new  location,  thus  occupying  the 
old  heme  until  the  new  vgs  cc*  pie  ted  (thereby 
leaving  the  old  home  standing) . 

/  :  ’ 

-  .  But  after  occupying  aid  enjoying  his  n 
home  for  a  period  of  abort  eight  years,  cn 
the  morning  of  the’  fifth  Sunday  in  October, 
1843,  on  arising  from  their  slumbers  the  fami¬ 
ly  found  the  roof  of  this  fine  mansion  cf 
that  day  on  fire  from  a  defective  flue,  and 
it  was  burned  to  the  g’round.  Thus  he  was 
forced  to  return  again  to  the  old  pioneer 
heme  for  a  time.  He  redoubled  his  energy 
and  rebuilt  the  following  year,  making  it 
more  secure  from  fire  than  the  first  one  by 
adding  a  tin  roof;  which  i_s  there  today,  with 
some  little  repairs. 

In  this  last  home  he  spent  his  remaining 
days;  and  many  of  his  children  grew  tc  man¬ 
hood  and  womanhood  there. 
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THE  OLD,  PIONEER  HOME 


.  This  .ancestral  home }  a  three  story  log 
house  j  forty  feet  square  ,  'wea the rb carded  on 
the  outside ,  with  a  small  ell  built  at  a  lat¬ 
er  date  than  the  main  "building,  was  "built  of 
white  oaE  timbers  at  the  bottom  for  the  first 
round,  the  rest  of  pine. 

There  was  a’ huge  stone  chimney  running 
directly-  up  through  the  center  of  the  build-, 
ing,  with  a  fireplace  seven-  feet  in  width,  by* 
three  and  one -ha If  feet  in  depth,  'the  chimney 
above  the  fireplace  being  supported  by  a  huge 
poplar  log  ten  feet  and  ’  four- '  inches  in  length 
by  two  feet  square,  which  v/as  the  custom  In 
that  day.  This  chimney  at" its  base  is  ten 
feet  and  four  inches  in  front  by  six  feet  in 
v/idth,  and  diminishes  in  size  after  passing 
the  second  story  to  four  feet  square  at  the  -. 
top.  It  is  about  forty  feet  in  height. 

'  The  house  was  erected  about  two  hundred  . 
years  ago,  the  top' story  being  prepared  for 
holding  divine  service,  as  there  were  no 
churches  in  this  territory  at  that  early  time, 
and  the  pioneers  would  come  to  this  home  to 
engage  in  divine  Y/orship.  Two  flights  of 

steps  to  reach  the  church  room  were  no  barrier 
to  those  old  Christian  worshipers  for  several 
generations. 

In  the  second  story  of  this  building,  in 


■the  chimney,  was  a  email  opening  or  fire¬ 
place,  v/ith  an  extra  flue  partway  up  where 
it  joined  the  main  chimney.  This  opening 
v/as  called  the  "pine-Khct  Hole",  v/here  pine 
v/as  burned  tc  give  light  for  the  women  of 
the  household  to  read  and  sew  by.  It  was 
'the  only  light  in  that  day  except  the  tal- 
lov/  dip,'  made  of  hard  tallow, and  the 
ngrease  Damp". 

The  nPine-Knot rt ,  and  all  the  joints , 
sills',  girders  and'  rafters  of  this  home  were 
prepared  on  the  ground  Y/ith  .a  broadax. -  Tne 
partitions,  flooring,  and  .so  forth, -were  of 
select  yell oy/  pine  ,  twelve  to.  t we n  t <y  inches 
in  width,  which  was  very  plentiful  in  that 
day.  The  outer  doors  were  of  heavy  panell¬ 
ed  Y/alnut ,  with  handmade  nails,  hinges  ,  and 
so  forth. 

All  of  the  door  and  window  frames 
were  fastened  in  place  by  locust  pins.  Ho 
nails  were  used.  -  '  The  heavy  outer  doors 

probably  v/e  re  made  heavy 'and  strong  to  re¬ 
sist  the  Indian  raids  v/hich  vere  frequent  ' 
in  that  day  in  that  section. 

.'But  after  it  served  several  genera¬ 
tions, ‘I  am  pained  to  state  that  this  old 
pioneer  heme  and  all  its  surroundings  has 
fallen  into  decay;  and  today  nothing' much 
remains  but  the  huge  stene  chimney,  which 
stands  as  a  lone  sentinel  and  memento  to  its 
builders,  who  have  long  since  passed  away. 

■  '■  "  .  G.  V..  HERSHBERGER 

Luray,  Ya . 

Nov.  24,  1927. 


. 
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THE  BIG  TREES 


This  ,!garden~spot of  the  Hershberger 
fa  illy  v/a.s  not  only  remarkable  for  its  big 
crops,  but  was  also  noted  for  .its  big  trees. 
•There  v/as  a  group  of  some  four  or  five,  stand¬ 
ing  by  the  roadside  a  hundred  yards  north  of 
the  old  residence,  v/hen  the  writer  first  took 
-notice-  of  them  about  seventy-five  years  ago* 

.  ;  The  largest  was  a  black  oak,  fully  five 
feet  -across  the  stump  and  same  dimensions' 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
eighty  feet  or  more  in  height.  It  must  have 
.been  at  least  five  hundred  years  of  age.  It 
finally  became  decayed  and  hollow  near  the 
ground  from  its  great  age,  and  about  the  year 
1855  my  father  thought  it  best  to  have  it 
felled.  Timothy  Dixon,  and  his  brother  Noah 
("Bum")j  two  colored  men  v/ith  my  father  at 
that  time,  did  the  work  with  a  cross-cut  saw. 
Host  of  it  was  converted  into  firewood  but 
the  main  body  v/as  too  large  and  knotty,  and 
it  remained  where  it  fell  for  many  -years,  un¬ 
til  it  decayed  and  became  but  a  memory.  The 
Y/riter  in  his  boyhood  days  scampered  over 
this  huge  log  numbers  of  times  as  it  lay 
prostrate  on  the  ground. 

The  second  tree  was  a  v/hite  oak  which 
stood  about  twenty  feet  from  the  black  oak 
just  described ,  but  it  v/as  not  so  large  •  It 
deadened,  also  from  age,  and  bad  treatment, 
and  v/as  blown  dov/n  and  converted  into  fire¬ 
wood. 
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The  third  tree,  a  huge -white  oak,  stand¬ 
ing  iust  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  lar,t 
named  (there  being  only  sufficient  room  for  a 
Y/apon  to  pass  between  them  on  the  -public 
road)  was1 fully  eighty  feet  in  height  an* 
seemed  to  have  a  firm  hold  on  mother  earth, 
as  it  stood,  for  many  years  as  a  lone  sent  ink 
after  it  had  been  robbed  of  its  companions. 
Eor  years  by  nearly  every  person  who  knew  and 
viewed  it,  it  was  supposed  to  be  as  sound 
a  dollar.  But  some  miscreant  built  a  fire 
against  it  and  caused  a  scar-  that  never  heal¬ 
ed,  and  the'  tree  decayed  inside  x  or  want  of 
vitality  and  became  weakened ^  During  a  . 
fierce  storm  on  a  Sunday  m  the  monin 
June,  1985,  it  v/as  broken  off  near  tne  groan 
and  fell  across  the  public  hignway,  tmn  end¬ 
ing  the  career  of  the  entire  group  which  had 
stood  so  lofty  for  so  many  years.  It  tool, 
all  the  populace  of  the  community  many  hours 
to  clear  the  highway  so  that  traffic  conic 

T)£lSS  ♦  ,  . 

.This  tree  v/as  also  noted  as  a  resting 
place  for  all  migratory  biid.s,  especially 
•crows  and  hawks.  From  this  vantage  point  tne 
latter  could  view  aU  over  the  farmyard  and 
spot  a  fowl  at  a  considerable  distance  fiou 
the  tree.  The  writer  took  a  number  oi 
rifle  shots  at  these  marauders  at  a  hundred 
yards  distance  while  they  were  sitting  on 
this  high  perch,  but  never  succeeded  in 
bringing  one  of  them  to  the  ground,  clipping 
the  twigs ,- however ,  oh  which  they  were  stand¬ 
ing;  and,  1  tell  you,  they  made  a  hasty  de¬ 
parture  for  more  congenial  climes ; 
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This  huge  tree  was  measured  some  ten 
years  past  "by  several  of  the  Kawksbi.il  citi¬ 
zens,  *  and  it  was  found  to  measure  no  less  •  • 

than  twenty-seven  feet  in  circumference  near 
the  ground.  After  its  fall  it  took  the 
present  owner  a  month  or  more  to  convert  it 
into  firewood.  The  wagon. road,  or  public 
highway  as  it  is  now  called,  passed  right  ■ 
between  these  trees,  standing  only  ten  or  .  . 
twelve  feet  apart.  The  automobile  was  not  * 
yet  dreamed  of;  and  highways  did  not  require  - 
as  much  width  as  at  the  present  day. 

'  Another  large  white  oak  stood  on  the 
creekbank  about  a  hundred  feet  from  the  others. 
It  was  some  five  or  six’ feet  in  diameter,  but 
it  too  became ' defect ive  in  the  stump' and  its 
heavy  weight  caused  'it  to  lose  its  perpendicu¬ 
lar  attitude  some  eight  or  ten  years  past.  A 
good  portion,  of  its’body  is'' yet.  lying  where  it 
fell  to  the  ground.  '  c  . 

And  now  there  remain  but  two  white  oaks 
of  considerable  size  of  the  original  group, 
standing  about  sixty  feet  from  the  first  '' 
named;  are  in  thrifty  condition,  and  by  prop¬ 
er  treatment  they  may  last  another  hundred 
years.  Who  knows!  A  red  oak  tree,  just  a 
sapling  the  size  of  a  man’s  arm  when  the 
writer  first  looked  upon'  it  seventy-five  ■ 
years  ago,  is  now  some  three  or  four  feet 
across  its  base  at  the  ground.  It  stands 
within  fifteen  feet  of '  where  the'  first  big 
tree  mentioned  stood.  Doubtless,  a  nchip;- 
off  the  old  block11  !  •  •  .• 
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The  space  of.  a  hundred  yards  or  so 
north  of  the  big  trees  seems  to  have  been  a 
favorite  and  noted  village  or  camping  place 
for  the  Indians;  as  stone  hatchets'  and  flint 
arrowheads  have  been  plowed  up  there  almost 
'to  the  present  date  .  Tradition  reported 
'an  Indian  burial  ground  there  in  an  elevated 
mound  of  earth  and  stone,  with  a  large  hicko¬ 
ry  tree  growing  on  top  of  the'  mound  -  this 
tree  was  cut  down  some  years  ago.  Doubt¬ 
less  the  Indian's  passed  under  those  big  trees 
innumerable  times,  gazing  with  awe  and  won- 
der  at  their  loftiness  and  diameter.  They 
stood  on  a  direct  line  with  their  camping 
place  and  the  gushing  springs  nearby ;  which , 
it  is  supposed,  were  the  cause  of  their  lo¬ 
cating  their  camp  at  this  point.  And  these 
springs  provided  water  for  all  the  Hershberg¬ 
er  family  that  ever  lived  there,  and  are' 
still  supplying  them  and  others  also  with¬ 
out,  any  diminishing,  just  as  freely  as  they 
did  in  Indian  days,  now  some  two  hundred 
years  or  more  past. 

A  Roads  Massacre  Incident ,  which  I  don’t 
think  ever  appeared  in  print,  given  by  a  pris¬ 
oner  who  returned  home  after  several  years  an 
captivity,  handed  down  to  the  writer’s  mother 
by  some  of  the  Roads  descendants:  An  old  la¬ 
dy  living  alone  In  a  cabin  at  the  Roads  home, 
frequently  came  to  her  door  during  the  massa¬ 
cre  and  shouted,  '*\Yhat  are  you  killing  all 
these  people  for?"  They  paid  no  attention, 
leaving  without  molesting  her  -  the  supposi¬ 
tion  was  that  as  they  were  superstitious  icy 
feared  ill  luck  if  they  harmed  this  molien- 
sive  old  lady. 
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CHIU)  I  OF  DAVID  AND  BARBARA  HERSHBERGER 

VARNER 

Abram,  the  oldest  son,  married  in  early 
life,  and  settled  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio, 
near  the  town  of  New  Carlisle,  where  he  pass¬ 
ed  away  in  old  age,  leading  a  son  and  daughter. 

Isaac ,  married  Mary  Blosser,  and  after 
.  first  settling  on  part  of  the  homeplace,  later 
located  on  what  is  known  as  the  .Gibbons  Place, 
south  of  Xuray,  remaining  there  hut  five  years, 
moved  to  Missouri,  where  he  passed  away  some 
years  ago  leaving  a  large  family  connection 
in  that  State  and  in  Virginia- 

Samue 1 ,  married  Sara  Reedy,  from  near  Marks- 
ville  on  Xittle  Hawksbill,  first  lived  on  the 
homeplace,  subsequently  securing  the  Reedy 
Farm  and  lived  there  until  after  the  death  of 
his  wife.  Old  age  coming  on  he  sold  his  pos¬ 
sessions  and  located  in  Stanley,  Virginia, 
where  he  passed  away  at  a  ripe  old  age,  leaving 
children  -  most  of  whom  have  since  died. 

Hamilton;  married  Matilda  Spitler  in  early 
life,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Spitler,  of  Mill 
Creek  section,  a  sister  of  the  Revs.  Samuel 
and  Nathan  Spitler.  He  lived  a  number  of 
years  near  the  homestead  until  his  brother 
Samuel  retired  from  the  homeplace,  when  he 
sold  his  home  and  located  on  the  old  hoiuStead 
until  his  death  Dec.  24,  3  90S-  (This  adjoined 
the  Hershberger  homestead.)  He  was  almost 
eighty-seven  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in 
the  year  1816.  He  left  a  number  of  children, 
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some  of  whom  have  since  died.  His  oldest 
son,  Martin,  is  living  near  the  old  home,  and 
is  eighty-five  years  of  age.  His  second  son 
Jacob  also  lives  nearby.  His  youngest  son, 
James,  seventy-five  years  of  age,  is  the 
present  owner  of  the  home.  He  lives  there 
but  has  ceased  all  farm  activities,  his  son 
Jesse  performing  that  part  of  the'  program. 

■  Hamilton  Varner’s  wife  lived  some  years 
after  his  death,  and  was  almost  ninety- two 
years  of  age  at  the  time  cf  her'death. 

He  was  a  strict  "teetotaler”  and  told  the 
writer  that  he  never  used  tobacco  in  any 
form,  nor  did  he  indulge  in  intoxicating 
liquors.  The  writer  having  had  the  pleasure 
of  living  neighbor  to  them  for  many  years, 
can  truthfully  say  no  more  honorable  couple 
ever  lived  than  this  aged  Christian  couple 
that  I  write  about,  who  traveled  through  life 
so  many  years  together.  They  were  members 
of  Mt .  Zion  Brethren  Church,  and  he  was  laid 
to  rest  there  on  the  home  farm  on  Christmas 
Day ,  1902. 

James  A.,  his  youngest  son,  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  on  the  home  estate.  The  cloak  of  love 
seems  to  have  fallen  on  the  shoulders  of 
Lizzie  Lionberger,  eldest  daughter  of  the  la¬ 
mented  Samue]  H.  M. ,  and  Susan  Xionberger, 
residing  on  Xittle  Hawksbill,  near  Xong  Post- 
office.  They  were  married,  and  she  proved 
to  be  a  good  helpmate  to  him  in  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  home  and  all  finances 
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bonne ct  v  ith  "the  Management  of  the  farm. 
^Thcy  are  1  th  members  of  the  primitive  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  ••  seldom  absent  from  regular  meet¬ 
ings.  They  have  two  children  to  cheer  them 
through  the  closing  days  of  their  pi igrirnage 
through  life.  Mollie,  the  daughter,  married 
John  Printz,  and  is  at  present  residing  near 
Stony -Man  Tillage.  Jesse,  the  son,  married 

a  daughter  of  William  M» ,  and  Be'ttie  Spitler, 
of  Xuray,  who  proved  to  be  a  charming  and 
jjhelpful  companion  to  him.  They  have  two 
'■charming  daughters,  Dorothy  and  Xouise',  now 
engaged  in  educational  duties  and  who  doubt¬ 
less  will  make  useful  and  honored  citizens. 

•I  wish  to  relate  an  episode  as  told  to  me 
many  years  ago  by  Mrs.  Matilda  Varner.  Three 
coup3.es  had  planned  to  be  married  on  the  same 
day,  all  wanting  the  same  minister;  so  the 
aged  minister,  Elder  Ambrose  Booton,  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  living  in  the  Mill 
Creek  section,  had  to  resort  to  the  arithme¬ 
tical  rule  of  three  to  make  all  ends  meet  -  as 
all  lived  in  a  radius  of  some  twenty  miles  a„- 
part ,  and  this  aged  man  had  to  travel  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  on  horse-back 
to  fulfill  all  his  engagements.  There  were 
no  automobiles  then  to  aid  him.  His  first 
duty  was  the  uniting  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony 
of  Hamilton  Varner  and  Matilda  Spitler  near 
his  home  in  the  early  morning.  Then  wending 
his  way  across  the  Hassanutten  Mountain  to' 

New  Market,  he  performed  his  second  obligation 
in  that  vicinity  by  marrying  another  couple  at 
about  the  noon  hour.  After  partaking  of  re- 
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freshments  which  abound  on  such  occasions, 
•and  a  brief  rest,  he  again  retraced  his 
journey  across  the  mountain  to  Xuray  where 
he  performed  his  third  r nd  last  obligation 
for  the  day  by  uniting  a  couple  in  natri:  on y 
severai.  miles  north  of  Xuray  that  evening. 

■  He  then  returned  to  his  home  sane  five  Miles 
-west  of  Xuray  to  the  Mill  Creek  section,  a 
more  tired  but  probably  a  richer  minister. 

And  the  writer  will  vouch  that  he  s  lep  «.  > 
during  that  night. 

T 

It  is  net  probable  that  a  single  person 
is  living  today  whe  participated  in  that  epi¬ 
sode,  as^ the  first  couple  mentioned  have 
long  since  pass&d  tc  their  reward,  at  the 
ages  of  eighty-seven  and  ninety- two,  respec¬ 
tively.  The  writer  regrets  he  is  -unable 
to  give  the  date  of  these  marriages. 

(Luray,  Va«  November  24,  1927.) 

Ambrose  Booton,  another  sen  cf  David  and 
Barbara  Hershberger  Varner,  resiccd  on  the 
home  farm  until  manhood.  He_ first  Married 
a  Miss  Modes itt  cf  Little  Hawiisb ill  cn  ci 
farm  of  which  he  subsequently  become  the 
owner.  She  lived  but  a  few  years,  leaving 
two  children,  Rebecca  and  Anna.  -  Anna,  a 
promising  young  daughter  just  blooming,  m  - 
womanhood,  was  called  suddenly  tc  her  reward, 
at  the  tender  age  cf  but  fifteen  summers  cf 
life.  The  writer  (  a  second  cousin)  yet  re¬ 
members  her  face  in  school  days,  and  was 
much  attached  to  her.  She  was  a  jolly  scncoj 
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C  i r  1  i  d  so  full  cf  ]  ifp  01  ,  . 

the  fifties,  probably' about  ls^U  ^ VUrine 
cleepg  well  by  the  si  dp  r-~  *  *  fnQ  now 

Kodesitt  Cemetery  on  the  home rJnother  in  the 

HawtoMU,  now  owned  by  Sprier . ttle 

irz1  Ech°01- 

P^hl^a^also6"  ^ 
herXtoeranfirlh  .  Havi^  ^eTblrel  tVf 

shoulders the‘  °sH"r  “  ^^ome  f ell^pofher 
Gro%0“1?.f^?tef«al««“n«?n"y*n0rW,e* 

to  the  Varner  hone  '  whp' =-':i.sbi  11 ,  living  close 

ereater  part  of  ?heir  ^rrwytrri<letl.the 

death  some  years  past.  '  i  kinclIldVf  f 1  h£r 
tionato  woman  and  mother,  she  was  W°%>, 

teing  P?anrG!yGrove!n?heheldest’'am0n®  them 

knovm  business  man  of  jurav  1,1  ’  a,  v,’e11 

ivi 

Mu^g^t.^^rthri’d^1"161^ °f v^: 

?So  din  ,Mer“7B  a°|  “vo  A^cCva!*' 

Spitler/  3^|*1in£S^ova*  and  Mrs‘  Joseph  K. 
fey  in  recent  ylarl  ^  1,70  8  0n0  Passe‘l  *- 
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Her  "hush r.n d  ,  John  P .  Grove,  n i e d  s cmc 
five  years  age  o.t  the  age  cf  ninety- tv; c  years 
and  was  "buried  in  Du  ray  Cemetery,  "being  the 
last  of  the  large  family  cf  b  rcthers  and  s"i't3r 
ters,  sons  and  daughters  cf  John  Grove,  Sr., 
of  that  section.  She  is  "buried  "by  her  hus¬ 
band’s  side  instead  of  resting  "by  her  sister 
Anna  in  the  home  cemetery,  liny  she  rest  in 
peace. 

A  few  years  after  his  first  wife’s  death, 
Ambrose  Beet  on  Varner  married  Hiss  Hary  A. 
Huffman  of  near  Harrisonburg.  He  first 
lived  where  David  Spitler  now  resides,  then 
nee.r  the  Ha  than  Spitler  place,  and -when  his 
brother  Isaac  concluded* to  go  further  west, 
he  sold  his  home  and  bought  his  brother's 
near  Antioch  Church  and  moved. there,  where 
he  spent  his  closing  days,  dying  on  the  2nd 
day  cf  April,  1872,  aged  about  sixty  years. 

He  was  a  member  cf  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,  following  in  the  footsteps  cf  his 
venerable  father,  David  Varner,  who  outlived 
h  im  t we  lv  e  day  s  . 

He  left  three  children  by  his  second 
marriage,  a  son  and  two  daughters,  and  his 
widow,  who  married  again  and  lived  many  years 
after  his  death.  She  was  laid  to  rest  by 
his  side  in  the  same  cemetery  cn  the  Hawks  - 
bill.  Her  maiden  name  was  Huffman  and  both 
daughters  married  men  cf  the  same  name,  Edgar 
Huffman  and  William  P,  Huffman,  both  of  the'' 
Hawksbill  section.  4  son,  Edward,  lived  on 
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OHl  G  pi  £,CC  f  CP  S  CCiG  ygn  vq  <,  f  f  •* 

his  father,  hut  finally'  located  near \Ueath  of 
Va'»'  v^ie re  he  lived  for  ma ny  years  unt'j^K8^* 
vet  with  an  accidental  death  a  coupler  years 

was  "'VC Hulked ^  Wife  and  scveral  children.  He 
deserved  aToUor^tio^0^^  Citiaen>  and 
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•  ESSM.  youngest  son  of  Ban id  and  Barbara 
lie  Cave,  of  toisav^Xe.^^n^ed^n^/01- 

STlSS^il  if?  ab0Ut  E07enty  ye^s;  and 
of  his*  first  m'fp  n  cemetery  toy  the  side 

>-  His  i  Wife .  He  left  several  children 
now  living  in  the  Vest.  children 


ond5fi7fr1ontli't'h83nn’ESrrIed  **«»»  Spit  lor,. 

|  Eer  husband  preceded  hef'fH  unt:il  ber  death, 
before.  •  Ihey  left  f  ££,}”  fath  Eome  years  ,  ■ 

L‘§asaa.  >-  ™ £B^$a£neo™  and  ^ughter. 

;lvlnS  on  part  of  the  homestead*- Baltl“ore, 
tore  her  death  v/hm  T  . a  few  years  be- 

■  recently  removed  'to  juJ-v  Wa^flrsi  Juried,  hut 

ferry,  born  in  S  i  f»?  sons  survived. 

son  of  Daniel  Blosser  Vf  ,I„saa0  Blo'sser, 

spont  her  entire  r.arriod  iff°  y"laan  Villase, 

be  old  hojne.Blo.'u  arvillV  Shff  A?tloch  ana- 

in t loch  Cemetery .  Pour  chi  iff  „  tul'led  in 

Elizabeth,  bom  in  IhPd  f  •  EVrvivod • 
kucETSTETSi^;  and^r^^^ton 

UilT^*  farried  V/eoley  Ah  ram  Spltler  -f 

son  Jv?^0";  d°CatGd  i"  Indiana.  *^She° 

-  ‘'°n  llvlnG  at  Mattoon,  Ill.  some  years 
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J.  B.  KEBSHBSKOBR 


The  early  life  of  J.  B.  Hershberger , 
of  the  fourth  generation  and  third  son  of 
Emanuel  Hershberger,  double,  torothei  to  the 
writer.  Why  do  I  dub  him -thus?  Simply 
because  he  v/as  possessed  of  s  o  much  ac¬ 
tion  and  v/as  so  full  of  energy  that  he  was 
.really  worth  two  ordinary  brothers  to  any- 

0-11  He  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Page  County,  Virginia, 

July  22,  1851,  when  his  brother  (tne  wn  - 
er)  became  associated  with  him,  bemgm.f  - 
years  his  senior.  V/e  shared  tne  1  . 

a -period  of  some  verity  years,  from  ou. 
childhood  up  until  we  reached  our  majority  ■ 
and  became  separated.  ,.e  were  tiUCn  |  “ 
er  in  our  childhooa,  played  ball  and  mai o 
les  together,  in  fact  indulged  in  most  ox 
the  sports  of  boyhood  life  Ox  that  d^  . 

'"*  There  v/e  re  two  things,  however,  in 
which  we  were  restricted  in  the  use  of  bj 
our  parents.  One  was  that  we  should  ab¬ 
stain  from  the  use  of  what  v/as  to  them  tnat 
obnoxious  weed,  tobacco,  m  any  form.  The* 
did  not  use  it  themselves  4na  though  ^  it  «, 
•useless  habit,  so  we  dia  not,  later  givm^, 
them  all  the  credit  for  not  indulging  in  it. 
Another  was  that  cards  were  an  unknown  f-c- 
to,  in  the  home.  In  those  days  they  were 
looked  upon  as  a  sinful  evil,  and  were  no 
allowed.  Quite  different  from  today  wnen 
they  are  the  chief  attraction  and  entertain- 
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ment  in  the  public’s  social. life,  although  it 
is  called  Bridge  today,  and  both  men  and'v.’o- 
inen  engage  in  it.-  -  -  .  •• 

We  went  to  the  log  sctio.olhouse  in  our 
youth,  as  well  as  to  the  country  churches, 
•visited  the  girls  together,  followed  the  plow 
together,  oil  the  activities,  of  the  home',  as 
well  as  caring  for  the  stool  of  the  farm-  and 
seeing  that  they  were  amply  provided  with  food 
and  shelter.  We  dined  together,  played  to¬ 
gether,  and  there  was  only  one  time  that  the 
writer  felt  that  J.  B  .  ,  ought  to  be  chastised 
for  his  un thoughtfulness .  A  cold,  disagree¬ 
able-'  night  in  the  month  of. March,  the  writer 
had  strayed  some  twenty  miles  from  home  (of 
course  a  girl  was  the  cause  of.  this  wandering) 
and  returning  home  horseback  (Oh,  for  an  auto¬ 
mobile!  ),  became  benumbed  by  the  dampness  and 
cold,  and  owing  to  slow  travel  over  the  bad 
roads  it  was  near  the  midnight  hour  when  he 
•reached  the  parental  home.  Buoyed  up  with 
the  thought  that  he  would  soon  tumble  in  that 
[warm  bed  as  iisual  (as  all  fires  would  be  out 
and  the  home  barred  for  the  night)  imagine, 
'reader,  'the  writer’s  chagrin  on  reaching  his 
supposedly  'warm  bed  to  find  that  this  brother 
of  his  had  already  a  companion  in  bed  with  him 
in  the  person  of 'a  cousin  who  had  spent  the 
previous  evening  with  him  and  then  concluded 
to  share  our  bed.  And  as  there  was  n'o'  room 
for  another,  the  disappointed  writer  was  forc¬ 
ed  to  occupy  a  cold  bed  for  the  rest  of  the 
night  -  but  after  covering  up  "head  and  ears" 
was  about  thawed  out  by  morning;  a  sadder  but 


„on  vo~rir\F.  he  would  not  be  caught  in  such 
^predicament  again.  And  I  don't  think 
he1 was  for  it  was  just  nineteen  years  from 
that  date  before  he  again  met  that  same 
woman,  after  her  marriage,  and  divorce,  and 
after  the  writer  had  been  married. 

-  Yfe  both  chose  companions  in  the  same 
household,  sisters  in  the  family,  also  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  Pioneers  who  had  settled 
in  the  iJassanutten  and  Xu  ray  Valleys  of 
.Virginia,  and  who  had  gone  to  Picking  County 
Ohio,  in  prairie  schooners.  But  alter 
this  event ,  we  became  somewhat  separated 
and  did  not  meet  so  frequently,  as  he  fi¬ 
nally  located  in  one  State,  and  the  writer 
•in  another.  Ve  occasionally  correspond¬ 

ed,  and  visited  each  other  and  families  on 
numerous  occasions. 

The  writer  was  permitted  to  be  with 
him  on  the  last  evening  of  the  closing  day 
of  his  life  and  dined  w i th  him  also,  notic¬ 
ing  that  he  ate  a  substantial  dinner  as  he 
was  just  recovering  from  a  bad  attack  c-f 
grippe.  The  writer  has  ever  since  regrett¬ 
ed  that  he  did  not  spend  the  entire  night 
with  him,  as  he  passed  away  alone  at  his 
h om e  in  Newark,  Oh i o ,  in  th e  e ar ly  m c rn i n g 
of  the  20th  day  of  October,  1923,  before  the 
household  had  awakened  from  their  slumbers, 
having  suffered  an  attack  cf  acute  indiges¬ 
tion*  He  had  just  rounded  out  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  his  age. 
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He  nov,  sleeps  in  lacking  Cemetery  ty  the 
side  of  his  wife,  m  the  Smith  family  lot 
and  very  near  her  old  home.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  some  years  previous  to  his  death. 

And  his  "brother ,  new  in  the  eighty-fifth 
year  of  his  age,  is  yet  spared  and  when  his 
days  are  numbered  will  rest  in  Mt .  Hebron, 
Winchester,  Virginia,  by  the  side  of  loved 
ones  who  have  gone  before.  So  the  sisters 
a  so  wno  in  their  early  days  v/ere  so  closely  • 
allied  to  each  other,  as  well  as  the  brothers, 
will  rest  m  different  States. 


He  lei.  t  three'  children,  a  son  and 


daughter, 
and  a  married 
fornia. 


'  1 

both  married,  livingnMewark,  Ohio 
daughter  nov/  living  in  Cali- 


G«  Y/«  .Hershberger 


Winchester , 
Jun  e  20 , 


Virginia 

1932. 


G.  V.  HERSHFHRGER 


The  life  story  of  the  writer  cf  this 
epistle  down  to  the  present  day.  George 
Washington  Hershberger  (after  the  first 
President,  of  course’.),  of  the  fourth  gen¬ 
eration,  sen  of  Emanuel  and . Catharine 
Print z  Hershberger,  v;as  born  on  his  fath¬ 
er’s  homestead,  in  page  County,  Virginia, 
on  the  11th  day  cf  January,  1848.  For  the 
first  couple  cf  years  cf  his  existence  he 
was  just  a  babe  in  his  mother’s  arms,  nc 
good  to  anyone  except  for  company  to  the 
household.  Here  he  remained  by  the  paren¬ 
tal  fireside,  enjoying  the  sperts  cf  child¬ 
hood  life  -cf  that  day, -until  at  the  age  cf 
four  or  five  years  he  became  able  tc  do 
little  errands  for  his  mother  by  bringing 
her  chips  and  other  Jkindlings  and  water,  and 
doing  such  other  chores  as  he  was  able  tc 
in  assisting  and  relieving  her  in  her  domes¬ 
tic  duties.  And  he  imagined  she  appreciated 
it,  t  cc ! 

Arriving  at . the  age  of  six  years  he 
was  sent  to  the  leg  schcclhcuse  tc  prepare 
for  the  battles  of  life,  and  the  writer  yet. 
remembers  the  very  day  that  his  father  ac¬ 
companied  Kim  and  his  brother  Marion,  each 
carrying  a  yellow-backed  primer,  tc  the  old 
schoolhcuse  located  near  where  Antioch 
Church  now  stands,  and  also  well  remembers 
the  teacher  who  had  charge  cf  the  school. 

He  was  John  W.  Hudson,  who  lived  a  couple 
of  miles  distant, -and  he  wore  a  tall  beaver 
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ho,  i,  to  give  him  prominence  t  . 

the  teacher  arrived  L  f  1  P^svnel  v/hen 
to  .his  care,  and  BrotLf?^  t,Urned  us  ^er 
install  the  principle-  nr'  ’i  and  to-ld  him  to 
minds ;  and  I  rive  theM  .vdu°aticn  in  rur 
much  of  the  education  'that h?r  aredit  ■  today  for 
remember  him  kindly  and  revere  2^.^. 

ed  a  l^ryj  and^a^pai^f or^y  the'  Cans?der- 

?!  month “hapupi iine  ,*5? achco1  > p* 

A  pupil  of  that  dav^vmQ enrol^eci  or  subscribed, 
when  he  could  m--tor  ccasidered  graduated 
We  had  nc^veS^ 
out  the  wrinkles  left  r  OJ-Lese--educ  to  smooth 

*****  •  The  ^teachers ^of^that  1%  S°- 

pedagogues,  had  ruleq  at  C  ay  ’  c<Alled 

country  schools  <,110-u  their  own  to  govern 

certain  distances ^+V°^  ^s  *t  .. 
that  the  pupils  must "not^ sonoo:1  fading, 

“ed  dfih?^“da^d^’rsds^t^re 

te  on  hand  £?°a  !er!ai!  hoSr^,?16*  had  t0 
and  cn  reach incr  tv,  h-iu  m  the  morning , 

posed  to  sit  quietlvS!n0?hr?0“  nthey  T'ere  SUP- 
. their  hooks,  in-i  tL  ?  hei1  Peaces  and  study 

teacher  to  ^rostnt  tho«fh  the 

ReukgV^’^  ’he 

v/ant  the  patrons'^to'^se^thfi^cp-h!  .did  not  • 
‘(whendthnd  kayine  outside  after  B  h  olt™”16 

§s>rms: 

there  on  time  as  he  should  have  'teen . 
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The  pupils,  net  tchc  outdone,  placed 
a  watch  to  look  cut  for  his  comne,  v.hile 

the  rest  c  .-gaged*  in  play.  J- tve 
that  he  wore  was  greatly  .in  1  ^ 
lookout » as  he  could  see  the  hat  Ane  tnc. 
fences  and  ether  object:  bdferc  could 
see  him;  and  at  the  akw  of  his  -PPrc-c.x, 

all  would,  hustle -to  their  ph-ceo  ln^ke 
schoolroom.  When  the  teacher  arrived.  cx- r 
would  he  serene,  and  m  lecture  given. 

Finally,  the  schoO  to.ing  clocoo.  jcr 
the  'simmer,  the  first  ji  b  the  writer  gc ,  v  ao 
as  a  guard  at  open  fences  against  ^nvaan^ 
stock,  while  the  farm,  hmids  were  hauling 

the  hay  and  wheat  crop.'; •  N  'y' 1  ‘  iv"  " 
in!  apples  from  the  orchard  for  use  or  the 
cook,  and  plenty  of  wood  convenient  --- 

cooks tove . 

Then  fall  of  the  yar  and  agajipj'O 
school  and  over  the  sru  ■  routine  again,  a  ^ 
oed  times  gathering  up  dropped  *7  ~ 

converted -into  cider, v ineg-r .and  apple  bran¬ 
dy  -  the  latter  was  very  p.lcntiiul  in  t  a 
day  and  sold  for  forty  lo  1 > 1 ty  cents  pc 

gallon,  with  no  tax  tc  >  -  v;^d-  ke;.: ... 

the  pigs  and  chickens,  ^nd  sc  on,  vao  <-- 
er  assessment,  and  a  f •  -  years  lder  a  u 
troduc'tion  tc  the  corn  tlnnnei  for  ex  a  ■ 
ing  growing  corn  when  t«-c  much  grew  in 
hill.  And  that  is  on-;  tlnng  tnat  tne 
writer  did  net  care  tc  Is 3. low.  hext 

corn  husking,  of  which  ho  served  fully  an 
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apprenticeship  until  reaching  manhood.  The 
most  disagreeable  work  cn  the  farm  was 
threshing  cloverseed  with  an  old  pepper  box 
machine,  of  which  there  was  more  or  less  to 
dc  every  fall  of  the  year.  Then  the  plow 
and  its  uses,  an  indispensable  article  cn 
the  farm,  which  the  writer  followed  for  many 
years  and  reaped  much  benefit  from  for  many 
years  afte>  reaching  manhood.  it  was  the 
money  maker  of  the  home  of  that  day! 

The  wheat  cradle ,  too  was  a  great  "inven¬ 
tion  ever  the  old  reaphook.  1  In  my  early  days 
I  have  -seen  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  men  follow¬ 
ing  each  other  through  a  twenty  acre  field, 
using  the  old  reaphook;-  then  the  cradle  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  reaphook,  and  my  father  generally 
had  from  three  to  six  men  following  each  other, 
led  by  Timothy  Dixon,  c olored ,  a  crack  cradle r. 
of  his  day,  and  but  few  his  equal.  (He  was  a 
slave  of  my  father’s  and  was  reared  by  him.) 

Kf  father,  assisted  by  the  vrriter  and  another 
brother gathered  the  sheaves  and  put  them  into 
shocks  of  one  dozen  bundles  to  each  shock'. 

Then  came  the  reaping  machines  by  horse¬ 
power,  which  cut  the  grain  but  did  not  bind  it 
into  bundles.  It  had  to  be'  raked  off  the 
platform  of  the  machine  and  bound  by  hand. 

Then  the- Buckeye  dropper  made  its  advent,  which 
cut  the  grain  and  dropped  it  in  bundles,  but 
did  not  bind  it  in 'sheaves.  This  also  had  to 
be  done  by  hand. 
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Then  the  greatest  been  of  the  harvest 
field  came  jnto  use  by  the  invention  of 
the  binder,  which  cut  the  grain,  tied  it 
in  bundles,  and  dropped  it  in  piles  ready 
to  be  shocked.  A  great  labor  saver  it 
proved  to  be;  and  it  is  with  us  to  stay,  I 
think,  being  the  last  great  invention  in 
that  line  in  the  eastern  States,  at  least. 
Then  the  big  threshing  machine  made  its 
advent,  also,  threshing  and  cleaning  the 
grain  at  the  same  time,  thereby  saving 
much  labor. 

After  emerging  from  the  farm  and  its 
hardships,  the  writer  like  many  other  boys 
spent  seme  years  running  around,  accomplish 
ing  net  much  of  anything.  Finally  finding 
himself  past  the  age  of  twenty-five"  years 
he  thought  it  best  to  settle  clown  in  life, 
and  selected  a  companion  in  the  person  of 
an  Ohio  girl,  llary  E.  Smith,  born  and  rear¬ 
ed  in  the  Buckeye  State,  but  of  Virginia 
parentage,  remaining  in  that  State  for  a 
year  or  two,  where  a  little  daughter  was 
t  born  to  gladden  our  household  (she  is  now 

residing  in  Berkeley,  California). 

From  thence  we  returned  to  near  T7in- 
1*  Chester,  Virginia,  where  we  secured  a  farm 

and  went  to  work,  occupying  it  for  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years .  But  the  arduous 
1  duties  of  farm  life  were  too  much  for  the 

frail  constitution  cf  my  chosen  companion, 
and  she  lapsed  into  tuberculosis,  and 
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las  sed  away  at  this  home  on  the  7th  day  of 
f  ,“n  0004,  aged  forty-six  years,  leaving 

tko  writer  with  a  family  of  four  daughters 
A  +v70  sons  (one  daughter  having  died  in 
Canov)  to  lock  after,  the  youngest  being 
Jot  ?eur  years  of  age.  '  Yet  I  struggled  cn 

and  did  “  J  t  my 'eldest  daughter  and 

LfoTher  children^  for  which  they  deserve 

much  credit,  too!  To  relievo  the  burden 

resting  cn  their  shoulders  and  give  them  • 
the  advantage  cf  better  educational  facilit* 
ics  at  a  more  convenient  distance,  I  \ 
forced  to  sell  the ‘ farm  and  locate  in  the.. 
Town  of  V/inches ter ,  where  we  remained  for 
period  of  twenty  years.  .... 

While  sojourning  here  I  lost  a  married 
daughter  March  12, ‘ 1905,  aged  twenty-five 

teals!  who  is  buried  in  lit.  Hebron,  m nches- 
ter  Virginia;  and  a  son,  a  conscientious 
ibov  aged  but  thirty-three  years,  who  died 
P.  ll!  1917,  also  buried  in  Winchester. 

Finally  we  were  induced  by  members  of 
the  family,  who  had  located  in  the  State  of 

Ohio,  to  change  our  residence,  and  locate 
in  Akron,  that  State,  where  one  dau^hter^ 

Lnc  oireadv  living.  Here  the  writer  re 
Lained  for  a  couple  of  years;  and  then^spen 
one  year  in  Newark,  licking  Coun  y,  » 

where  another  sen  and  daughter  are  livmL, 
thence  returning  to  Xu  ray ,  Virginia, 
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he  spent  four  years  caring  fer  an  invalid 
"brother,  returning  again  to  Akron,  where  he 
remained  for  a  period  cf  nine  months 
thence  returning  to  Winchester,  Virginia, 
the  old  home  town,  cn  the  25th  day  cf  Sep¬ 
tember,  1931,  where  he  is  yet  living,  now 
in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  await¬ 
ing  the  last  summons.  , 

i 

His  children  are  now  living,  two  in 
Newark,  Ohio,  One  in  Akron,  Ohio,  crie  in 
California,  three  having  passed  away  and 
resting  in  Winchester,  Virginia. 

* 

I 

G.  W.  HERSHBERG3R 

Winchester,  Virginia. 

June  20,  1932. 
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